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SURNAAD MUSIC ACADEMY 





Shri Gurdev Singh playing Sarod 


Shri Gurdev Singh Ji started Surnaad Music Academy 
to promote Indian Classical Music for the music lovers in 
UK and other European countries. He has taught 
numerous students to the basic, advanced and finer 


aspects of this complicated, mystic and intrinsic music. He 
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has the reputation of being a good teacher with patience 
and discipline to teach the music to English speaking 


learners. 


He also organises Indian Classical Music festivals for 
the audience at a professional level, which are free of 
charge for all, with free refreshments. Some high-ranking 
music maestros have participated in these Music festivals 
and exhibited their repertoire for the benefit of his 
students and public alike. These has been very successful 


with great feedback from all. 
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Jagdish Singh Waryam 

Editor Waryam 

General Secretary Namdhari Darbar 
Ladowali Road Jalandhar 144001 India 
Ph. 0181-222543 (O) 56289 (R) 





It is a matter of great pleasure and satisfaction that 
renowned artists of classical music have established “Surnad 
Music Academy Ltd” to propagate the cause of Music and 
Musicians. 


His holiness Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji the great 
connoisseur of music have organised memorable music 
conferences in different parts of globe. H.H. as also produced 
and groomed numerous artists of international fame. 


| hope and pray that the academy will carry on and enhance the 
cause of spiritual and aesthetic upliftment and unity of mankind 
through the medium of pure music as envisaged by His Holiness. 


| also pray for the grand success of the programme 


planned by the illustrious artists of Surnad Music Academy Ltd. 
and offer my sincere co-operation and thanks. 
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Sangeet Satguru 


Dharambir Singh 
(Sitar Maestro) 





His Holliness Shri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji Maharaj is one 
of the rare saints to bless this world with their divine presence. 
Shri Satguru Ji is the spiritual head of the Namdhari’s, a religious 
movement believing in the continuity of the living masters after 
Guru Gobind Singh the tenth Guru of the Sikh lineage. 
Namdhari’s have had an enormous impact on the music of North 
India and in particular on the Sikh world. The credit of this 
amazing musical transformation goes to Satguru Ji, who in his 
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leadership of eighty two years have been the patron to so many 
Hindustani musicians. 


In the true tradition of the Sikh saints, Sri Satguru Ji has 
had the grooming from his father Shri Satguru Pratap Singh Ji 
which combined the spiritual meditation, study of scriptures, 
musical training and leadership. Satguru Ji had a strong musical 
environment in his childhood, surrounded by eminent musicians 
of the time, like Bhai Tabba, Bhai Nasir, Bhai Udho Khan and 
Pandit Mahadev Kathak. He also met and heard other eminent 
musicians of the time who attended various conferences and 
festivals hosted by Satguru Pratap Singh Ji. 


Satguru Ji himself sing the Gurbani and play the Taush 
and Dilruba. His early interest was mostly centred around the 
Sikh Gurbani tradition including Dhrupad, Dhamar and Khayal. 
It was around 1963 that he started taking interest in the 
mainstream classical music of North India. He was introduced to 
music of Ustad Vilayat Khan, Ustad Bismillah Khan, Mehndi 
Hassan and others by Sardar Avtar Singh, one of his very dear 
disciple and a tabla player. Satguru Ji’s new interest resulted in 
developing his own playing on the Dilruba and also developing a 
new technique of playing the sympathetic strings of Dilruba with 
the index finger nails to create a beautiful Santoor/Harp like 
sound. Satguru Ji started developing close links with some of the 
top musicians of North India through regular meetings and 
musical gatherings. 


By the 1970's Satguru Ji had placed students from the 
Namdhari community with musicians like Ustad Amjad Ali 
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Khan, Ustad Vilayat Khan, Pt. Rajan Sajan Mishra, Pt Shiv Kumar 
Sharma, Pt Hari Prashad Chaurasia, Pt Ram Narain, Pt Kishan 
Maharaj, Pt Shamta Prashad, Pt Sharda Sahai and Ustad Allah 
Rakha. This initiative of his was an unprecedented one for the 
Sikh community. He was committed to bring the knowledge and 
skills of playing classical music into the already rich Gurbani 
tradition. His deep insight in maintaining the relationships with 
the musicians was key to the success if his initiative. He would 
shower his blessings on the master musicians teaching the 
young Namdhari’s by sending gifts, paying for properties, 
paying for operations and looking after their other material 
needs. For many musicians Satguru ji’s contributions made their 
careers. Satguru Ji also organised Satguru Pratap Singh Sangeet 
Sammelans, the musical conferences in Delhi, Mumbai, 
Hyderabad and other smaller cities. These Sammelans became 
the showcasing opportunities for the students and the emerging 
talents. 


By 1990’s Satguru Ji’s endeavours bore rich fruits. Many 
musicians from the Namdhari community were now established 
in their own careers and their progeny were starting to show 
great promise for the times to come. The Sikh world now had 
musicians playing a variety of musical instruments and vocal 
styles. The main musical festivals now would witness 
Namdhari’s with their distinct white turban identity perform 
along with the top musicians. Namdhari musicians and 
Namdhari’s as audiences became a common occurrence. 
Satguru Ji’s insight, commitment, love, devotion and saintly 
character helped infuse music in the veins of the community. 
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Shri Satguru Ji’s grace has had an impact on many North 
Indian musicians in some way or the other. Namdhari’s have 
taken music to where ever they have moved in the world. The 
impact of this on the South Asian musical life in England is 
profound. It would not be an exaggeration to say that most of 
the musicians making a contribution as performers, teachers 
and leaders are from the Namdhari background. Namdhari 
musicians are either settled in England in different cities or are 
regular visitors to the country. There is hardly any concert of 
North Indian Music which does not see musicians from this 
community either as performers or members of the audiences. 
Some of the professional musicians who either live or visit 
England are: 


Gurdev Singh — Sarod/Dilruba/Tar Shehnai/Sitar — Disciple of 
Ustad Amjad Ali Khan- Based in Southall Middx. 

Dharambir Singh — Sitar/Santoor — Disciple of Ustad Vilayat 
Khan — Lecturer Leeds College Of Music. 

Kiranpal Singh — Santoor/Tabla — Disciple of Pt. Shiv Kumar 
Sharma — Southall Middx. 

Sukhwinder Singh — Tabla/Pakhawaj — Disciple of Pt Kishan 
Maharaj — Based in Birmingham. 

Surjeet Singh — Sarangi/Dilruba — Disciple of Pt. Ram Narain, 
Southall Middx. 

Harbhajan Singh — Gurbani/Sitar - Disciple of Ustad Amjad Ali 
Khan — Based in Leeds. 

Mohan Singh — Khayal and Gurbani vocal — Disciple of Pt Rajan 
Sajan Mishra. 

Sukhdev Singh — Khayal and Gurbani vocal — Disciple of Pt Rajan 
Sajan Mishra 
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Navinder Pal Singh — Tabla — disciple of Sukhwinder Singh — 
Based in Southall Middx. 


It is a great fortune to be able to pay our respects to 
Satguru Ji on his 824 birthday, through this special event 
organised by Sur Naad music academy.. This performance 
brings together some of the musicians directly or indirectly 
associated with Satguru Ji. Satguru Ji’s blessings are being 
showered on all the music lovers. It is his divine insight that helps 
bring humanity closer to their own spiritual being through 
music. Music helps all to be cleansed so that everyone could 
develop love and thus realise the divine link. 


Dharambir Singh 
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“Gurmat 
Sangeet" 





Harjinder Kanwal 


The Gurbani Shabad Keertan, which combines the 
Gurbani of the Gurus and saints with classical ragas is also called 
Gurmat Sangeet. This fusion of classical, devotional and folk 
music in the present form goes back to the 15" century during 
the advent of Guru Nanak, the first Guru of the Sikhs. Since then 
the later Gurus with their rababis, dhadhis and keertaniyas have 
carried it on until the present age. Although the classical trend 
of the Gurbani keertan has declined considerably during the 
years, giving way to the film tunes and non or semi-classical 
styles, but it is still prevalent among some of the Sikh orthodox 
sects, which have carried on with the traditional style of ‘Gayaki 
‘- mainly ‘Gurmat Sangeet’. This combination of Gurbani and 
Raga is the basis of ‘Guru Granth Sahib’, where the ‘Raga ' 
precedes the Gurbani 'Salokas’, hence the Gurus have 
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specifically instructed the Sikhs to sing ‘Gurbani’ in the specified 
‘Ragas’. 


Instruments such as the sitar, madhyam veena and the 
favourite 'rabab’ were the most popular musical items during 
Guru Nanak’s time and the use of ‘sarinda’, ‘kachuwa’, pakhawaj 
and tabla came more into use during the times of later Gurus and 
mostly under Guru Gobind Singh. The sarinda was the invention 
of Guru Arjan. The Guru Granth Sahib mentions many musical 
instruments and the likes of rabab, veena, baja, been, kingri, 
singhi, murli pakhwaj, dholak, manjeer, ghungroo, naad and quite 
a few others are mentioned in its vast vocabulary. The ‘tanti 
saaz’, string instruments were prominently featured and 
although the sarangi is not mentioned, the siranda, taus, dilruba, 
veena and tanpura accompanied with tabla dhamma_ or 
pakhawaj have been the main musical instruments used in the 
religious congregations. The harmonium is a French invention 
adopted by the ragis of the late 19*" century. 


The Gurmat Sangeet, a blend of raga and folk, features 
the exclusive style of raga, ‘the pardtaal’- a significant 
composition of dhrupad and khayal, whichis the traditional style 
of Gurmat Sangeet and which no other musical forms have yet 
been able to adopt. 


The Sikh Scripture, Guru Granth Sahib is a treasure of 
compositions of the Gurus and many bhagats, saints and bards, 
who belonged to various regions of India. Their compositions in 
different dialects and languages adorn the Adi Granth Sahib in a 
variety of several languages with local idioms and local dialects. 
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The sufi kalaams in sufi style, ‘the kafi’ also became a part of the 
Gurmat Sangeet. 


The folk tradition introduced in Gurmat Sangeet were 
mainly during Guru Nanak’s time, when his companions Bhai 
Bala and the mirasi rababi Bhai Mardana accompanied Him on 
his divine voyages. Mardana was an exceptional player of the 
rabab, which incidentally was bought by the Guru for him from 
Bhai Firanda of Kapurthala. The mirasis, to whom Mardana 
belonged was a lowly community, which then gained social 
acceptability during and after Guru Nanak’s time and nearly four 
generations of mirasis served the later Gurus. The rabab was a 
difficult instrument to play therefore some more stringed 
instruments such as the dilruba, taar shehnai and taus joined the 
orchestras of the gurdwaras. 


It is with regret that | have to close my small introduction 
by saying that the Sikhs have wavered from the origin of the 
Gurmat Sangeet but on the other hand | am optimistic by the 
efforts of the Namdharis and some orthodox sects, who have 
carried on with the true tradition of Gurmat Sangeet and are 
keeping it extant. 


Music connoisseurs and maestro like Gurdev Singh 


should be applauded for their sterling efforts in promoting the 
true tradition of “Sangeet”. 
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His Holiness Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji Maharaj 


Pandit Vishwa Prakash 





| remember the day | had the honour to touch the lotus 
feet of Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji Maharaj, when | was 11 years 
old. Satguru Ji was visiting Bombay, and one evening He invited 
my father to perform for him at the house of one of Sikhs. | 
accompanied my father and as soon as | entered the room, | saw 
a holy man with white beard, sitting on a white aasan, wearing a 
white turban, a white dress, a white mala around his neck, and 
smiling. | could feel a light coming from his body and spreading 
all over, the same kind of holy shine as when sun rises in the 
morning. When | touched His lotus feet, although | was only a 
child, | felt like | have touched the feet of a deity in a temple, 
Brahma, Vishnu, Mahesh or all in one. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 14 NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


| clearly remember that musical evening where my father 
Pandit Mahadev Prashad Kathak, was singing, accompanied on 
tabla by Ustad Allah Rakha Khan Saheb, the great exponent, 
who is not with us anymore. The whole atmosphere and the 
vibrations it created during that performance were completely 
different. | felt that they were not only musical, but spiritual as 
well. The entire music sounded as holy as it could be. 


During that evening, Sri Satguru Ji reminded my father 
of a promise that he made to Sri Satguru Partap Singh Ji, that 
when Thakur Dalip Singh JI and Thakur Uday Singh Ji were old 
enough to learn music, my father would teach them. My father 
agreed, and within a month everything was arranged and we 
went to Sri Jeevan Nagar, the holy village in Haryana. We 
reached there and Satguru Ji and Maharaj Bir Singh welcomed 
my father. The Ganda Bandhan ceremony was done with Thakur 
Dalip Singh Ji and Thakur Uday Singh Ji and many other 
students, who are now well-known musicians in their own right. 
Amongst them are Harbhajan Singh Namdhari, Gurudev Singh 
Namdhari, (late) Surjit Singh Matu and others. 


| too started learning with the other students in Sri 
Jeevan Nagar, and from then on was showered with the grace 
and love of Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji Maharaj. That love was 
special and | always felt somehow that | belonged to him in a 
spiritual way. 


Aside from music, | remember one occasion where there had 


been no rain in Haryana for two years. The farmers, whose 
harvest were failing, approached Sri Satguru Ji and asked Him to 
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bless them and cause rain to fall. Sri Satguru Ji asked for the 
preparations for Chandi Yajna to be made. A Havan was 
arranged for a few days and all great Namdhari saints led by Sri 
Satguru Ji sat around it and chanted Chandi Di Var path. It was 
out of this world and the same shine was present on Satguru Ji’s 
face, as if Lord Rama or Krishna had appeared to do the Yajna. 
After few days, it did rain. 


Sri Satguru Ji is an ocean of music. As sky is filled with an 
infinite number of stars, Satguru Ji’s knows a countless number 
of ragas, old compositions, bandishes, dhrupads, dhammars, 
thumris, chota khayals, taranas etc. While | was living in 
Thailand, whenever Satguru Ji’s used to visit with Maharaj Bir 
Singh, we used to sit together in the evenings and joyfully repeat 
the old compositions, which my father had taught to his 
students. 


| have always seen Satguru Ji’s with a bright smile on his 
face, and when He sings or plays dilruba, He is totally absorbed 
in the music, like Lord Krishna playing His flute and causing all 
around Him to rejoice. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji have a soft spot for musicians 
of every faith - Hindu, Muslim, Sikh and all classes. He always 
blessed all of them and helped them financially as well. Satguru 
Ji made the dream of Sri Satguru Partap Singh Ji come true by 
making it possible for namdhari children to learn classical music, 
including singing, sarangi, santoor, sarod, tabla, pakhawaj etc. 
from great masters. It started with my father, then Ustad Amjad 
Ali Khan Saheb, Ustad Vilayat Khan Saheb, Pandit Kishan 
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Maharaji, Rajan Sajan Mishra, Pandit Ram Narayanji, Pandit 
Shiv Kumar Sharma, Master Nihaal Singh etc etc. 


Everyone recognised that Satguru Ji is not an ordinary 
person. He is Himself that Almighty Power who has come on to 
this earth to give love and serve the divine art of pure classical 
music, which belongs to our Vedas and Shastras. 


| have been given a difficult task by Gurudev Singh Ji to 
write a few words about Sri Satguru Ji. It is an honour for me to 
be able to do this, although | cannot do Him justice in such a few 
words. 


| would like to mention one more thing about Sri Satguru 
Ji. | have had ups and downs in my life, and four or five times 
while | was living in Thailand, Hong Kong, Britain, where ever | 
had a problem, | heard the next day Satguru Ji was in town, as if 
somehow, He knew that | needed help. He always helped me a 
lot. With the grace of Satguru Ji, who was the first one to 
sponsor me to go to Southeast Asia, | have performed in around 
26 countries worldwide. 


The love and blessings Satguru Ji has given me are 
treasures of my life, which will always remain with me. | feel 
proud and lucky to be associated with Him, to touch His lotus 
feet a thousand times and to see His smiling face. 


May Satguru Ji’s blessings always be showered upon us, 
and may all of us who have learnt music in Sri Jeevan Nagar and 
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Sri Bhaini Sahib, continue to serve the art of music around the 
world, and with His blessings reach every success. 


Koti Koti Pranams to the lotus feet of Satguru Ji from his 
humble servant and child. 
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Punjabi Heritage Institute Pul 


34 Keith Road, 
Hayes, 
Middlesex UB3 4HP 





Director: Surjan Singh Gill 
Phone: 07951242014 


Sur Naad Music Academy, 
8 Fulwell Court, 

Baird Avenue, 

Southall, 

Middlesex UB1 3NB 


Dear S. Gurdev Singh Ji, 
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It is my privilege and pleasure to attend the social and classical 
gathering on the 1% of December 2002, to watch and listen to 
the cream of classical musicians of UK and India. A variety of 
talent, which has probably never been seen on the stages of 
Great Britain and will be a treat to observe and digest. 


Being an ardent fan of classical music, this invitation was God 
sent and | thank you very much for it. 


| believe this concert has been organised to celebrate the 824 
birthday of Sri Baba Jagjit Singh Ji, who is himself a music 
maestro and a connoisseur of classical ragas. His devotion and 
encouragement to other Sikhs and the public in general is 
phenomenal. | pay my deep respect and homage to him. 


| send you my best wishes and prayers for the success of this 
concert. 


Yours sincerely, 


Surjan Singh 
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